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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) In a system that includes a scWop box that is capable of 
receiving and displaying a video stream and a user interface on a display device, a method for 
displaying and controlling the transparency of the user interface and the video stream , the 
method comprising: 

generating screen data by mixing a user interface and a video stream; 

displaying the screen data in a display window on the display device, wherein a 
view of the video in the display window is dependent on a level of transparency of the 
user interface; 

wherei n the system in clude s both: 

m eans for a djustin g Ihc level of t ransp arency of the use r interface and a 
leve l of transp aren cy of the vide o simul taneously, su ch th at adjusting the level o f 
tr ansparenc y of the user interf ace nec essarily adj usts th e level of the video, and 

me ans for adj usting the level of trans parency of th e user interface 
independently of the level of t ransparency o f the video and such that adjusting the 
level of transpa rency docs not afTcct the lev el of transpare ncy o fthe video; 

receiving input from a user, wherein the input controls the level of transparency of 
the user interface,- the- input--€ompf kwg^leetion-of-ei^H^^^ 
eowlrol deviee-efth^soWop-bex; and 

adjusting the level of transparency of the user interface on the display device 
according to the input received from the use r, wherein adjustin g the level of tra nsparency 
of the u ser inte rface inclu des selectively adj usting the le vel of transparenc y of the user 
inte rface in depend ently or simultane ously with the level of trans pare ncy of the video . 
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2. (Original) A melhod as defined in claim 1 , wherein generating screen data by 
mixing a user interface and a video stream further comprises mixing the user interface with the 
video stream according to a cunrcnt level of transparency. 

3. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein receiving input from a 
user further comprises receiving input from an input device controlled by the user. 

4. (Original) A method as defined in claim 3, wherein adjusting the level of 
transparency of the user interface further comprises adjusting a lcvcl~of transparency of the video 
stream, wherein the level of transparency of the video stream increases if the level of 
transparency of the user interface decreases and wherein the level of transparency of the video 
stream decreases if the level of transparency of the user interface increases. 

5. (Original) A method as defined in claim 3, wherein adjusting the level of 
transparency of the user interface further comprises making the user interface cither more 
transparent or less transparent. 

6. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the user interface 
comprises one or more items that each have a level of transparency, the melhod further 
comprising adjusting a level of transparency for a selected item without adjusting levels of 
transparency for non-selected items. 

7. (Original) A melhod as defined in claim 1, wherein adjusting the level of 
transparency of the user interface further comprises displaying a transparency control on the 
display device, wherein the transparency control is used to select a level of transparency that is 
applied to the user interface. 
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8. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein generating screen data 
further comprises retrieving content from a network, wherein the content is included in the user 
interface. 

9, (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein generating screen data 
further comprises at least one of: 

receiving the video stream from a cable system; 
receiving the video stream from a satellite system; 
receiving the video stream from a network; and 
retrieving the video stream from a storage of the set top box. 

1 0. (Original) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the user interface includes 
interactive elements related to the video stream. 

1 1 . (Original) A method as defined in claim 1 , wherein displaying the screen data 
on the display device further comprises: 

displaying the video stream using an entire screen of the display device; and 
displaying the user interface using die entire screen of the display device. 
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12. (Previously Prescnted)In a system that includes a set-top box that is capable of 
displaying video content that is received from a video source or retrieved from a storage of the 
set top box, a method lor displaying a user interface with the video content without having to 
resize the video content, the method comprising: 

generating screen data by mixing a user interface with the video content according 

to a level of transparency that is associated with the user interface and a level of 

transparency that is associated with the video content; 

displaying the screen data in a window of a display device, wherein a view of the 
video content is dependent on -the level of transparency of the user interface and on the 
level of transparency of the video content; and 

adjusting the level of transparency of the user interface and the level of 
transparency of the video content according to input received from a user, the input 
comprising selection of one or more volume control buttons on a remote control device 'of 
the set-top box that have been programmed to adjust transparency, wherein the view of 
the video content changes as the level of transparency of the user interface and the level 
of transparency of the video content arc adjusted. 

13. (Original) A method as defined in claim 12, wherein the user interface 
includes one or more items, the method further comprising: 

selecting an item that is included in the user interface; and 

adjusting a level of transparency for the selected item without adjusting the level 
of transparency of the user interface. 

14. (Original) A method as defined in claim 13, wherein adjusting a level of 
transparency for the selected item further comprises adjusting the level of transparency for the 
item such that the item is either more transparent or less transparent. 
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15. (Original) A method as defined in claim 13, wherein the selected item is an 
interactive item that is associated with the video. 

16. (Original) A method as defined in claim 12, wherein adjusting the level of , 
transparency Further comprises adjusting the level or transparency of the user interface such that 
the user interface is either more transparent or less transparent. 
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17, (Currently Amended) In a system including a set top box capable of displaying 
video content on a display device, a method for displaying a user interface that has one or more 
selectable items and the video content in a single window, the method comprising: 

displaying the user interface and the video content in the window, ffiherein the 
us er inter face inclu des a p lu rality of dif ferent sclcclabjci^ the video 

contends- viewable atHKm4in§te>-a global level of transparency of -is associated with die 
user jpittrfoce^^d^^ the glob al level o f transparency sjnmljjij^pusly 

idill^ JJ™ different sel ectable ite ms pXlhcji^M,^ 

selecting ai>-onc^of the plurality of d ifferent i temsUem included in the user 
interface, wherein the selected item has a level of transparency that is independent of the 
global level of transparency; and 
J adjusting the level of transparency of the sclcc.tetlitem according to input received 

from a user, the input comprising selection of one or more buttons on a remote control 
device of the set-lop box, v^eremjthc level of trans par ency of the s elected UcijlJ* 
adju sted indigpcjidcntly of the izt obnl level of tran sp arency, such foal when the level of 
traiisparc ncy of t he selected i tem i s adjusted, wherem-the global level of transparency 
remains utich an^ed-doos not ehattge, 

18. (Original) A method as defined in claim 17, wherein selecting an item 
included in the user interface further comprises: 

selecting multiple items in the user interface; and 

simultaneously adjusting the levels of transparency for each of the selected items 
without affecting the global level of transparency, 

19. (Original) A method as defined in claim 17, further comprising adjusting the 
global level of transparency of the user interface according to input received from a user- 
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20. (Original) A method as defined in claim 19, wherein displaying the user 
interface and the video content in the window further comprises generating screen data by 
mixing the user interface with the video content, 

21. (Original) A method as defined in claim 17 f wherein the window occupies all 
of an available display area of the display device, 

22. (Original) A computer program product having a computer readable medium 
containing computer executable instructions for performing the method of claim 17. 
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23. (Previously Presented) A computer program product for use in a system that 
includes a set-top box that is capable of displaying a video stream that is received from a video 
source or retrieved from a storage of a set top box with a user interface, the computer program 
product comprising one or more computer-readable media having computer-executable 
instructions for implementing a method for simultaneously displaying and controlling the 
transparency of the user interface with the video stream , the method comprising: 

generatiug screen data by mixing a user interface and a video stream; 

displaying the screen data in a display window on the display device, wherein a 
view of the video in the display window is dependent on a level of transparency of the 
user interface; 

wjjercin jhe^ygtau i ncludes both: 

mcan^ of th e user interface, and„a 

icvc!i)fjra^ 

imnsparcncyjifllic. user interf ace necessarily adjusts the level, of the video, and 

nugngjor adjusting the level of . transparen cy of the user in terface 
indcjiCTidaitly 

l evel of trail s parency d ocs not affec t th e level of tran sp arency of the vi deo ; 

receiving input from a user, wherein the input controls the level of transparency of 
the user interrace^the-inpu^oinpr^ng-s^tection -oP^e-w-mons^ 
control -tteivtee of thc-sefc-top-box-; and 

adjusting the level of transparency of the user interface on the display device 
according to the input received from the uscr^vyhcr ein adjusting th e level, oflransparency 
of the u ser interfa ce includes selectivel y adjusting the lev el of iransnarcn ev of the user 
jnicrfacoji^ or sim ult aneously with the le vel of iransnarc ncyol^ejvMco. 
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24. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 23, wherein 
generating screen data by mixing a user interface and a video stream further comprises mixing 
tho user interface with the video stream according to a current level of transparency. 

25. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 23, wherein 
receiving input from a user further comprises receiving input from an input device controlled by 
the user, 

26. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 25, wherein 
adjusting the level of transparency of the user interface further comprises adjusting a level of 
transparency of the video stream, wherein the level of transparency of the video stream increases 
if tho level of transparency of the user interface decreases and wherein the level of transparency 
of the video stream decreases if the level of transparency of the user interface increases, 

27. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 25, wherein 
adjusting the level of transparency of the user interface further comprises making the user 
interface cither more or less transparent 

28. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 23, wherein the 
user interface comprises one or more items that each have a level of transparency, the method 
further comprising adjusting a level of transparency for a selected item without adjusting levels 
of transparency for non-sclccted items. 

29. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 23, wherein 
adjusting the level of transparency of the user interface further comprises displaying a 
transparency control on the display device, wherein the transparency control is used to select a 
level of transparency that is applied to the user interface. 
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30. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 23, wherein 
generating screen data further comprises retrieving content from a network, wherein the content 
is included in the user interface. 

31. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 23, wherein 
generating screen data further comprises at least one of: 

receiving the video stream from a cable system; 

receiving the video stream from a satellite system; 

receiving the video stream from a network; and 

retrieving the video stream from a storage ofthc set top box. 

32. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 23, wherein the 
u&cr interface includes interactive elements related lo the video stream. 

33. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 23, wherein 
displaying the screen data on the display device further comprises: 

displaying the video stream using an entire screen ofthc display device; and 

displaying the user interface using the entire screen ofthc display device. 
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34. (Previously PrescntccDIn a system that includes a set-lop box that is capable of 
displaying video content that is received from a video source or retrieved from a storage or the 
set top box, a computer program product for implementing a method for displaying a user 
interface with the video content without having to resize the video content, the method 
comprising: 

a computer readable medium having computer executable instructions for 
performing the method, the method comprising: 

generating screen data by mixing a user interface with the video content 
according to a level of transparency that is associated with the user interface and a 
level of transparency that is associated with the video content; 

displaying the screen data in a window of a display device, wherein a view 
of the video content is dependent on the level of transparency of the user interface 
and on the level of transparency of the video content; and 

adjusting the level of transparency of the user interface and the level of 
transparency of the video content according to input received from a user, the 
input comprising selection of one or more volume control buttons on a remote 
control device of the set-top box that have been programmed to adjust 
transparency, wherein the view of the video content changes as the level of 
transparency of the user interface and the level of transparency of the video 
content are adjusted- 

35. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 34, wherein the 
user interface includes one or more items, the method further comprising: 

selecting an item that is included in the user interface; and 

adjusting a level of transparency for the selected item without adjusting the level 
of transparency of the user interface. 
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30. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 35, wherein 
adjusting a level of transparency for the selected item further comprises adjusting the level of 
transparency for the item such that the item is cither more transparent or less transparent. 

37. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 35, wherein the 
selected item is an interactive item that is associated with the video. 

38. (Original) A computer program product as defined in claim 34, wherein 
adjusting the level of transparency further comprises adjusting the level of transparency of the 
user interface such that the user interface is either more transparent or less transparent. 

39. (Cancelled). 

40. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein Lhe input 
com prises, input Prom o ne or more bul-Kms-comprise-volume control buttons on at he remote 
control and wherein the method further includes programming the remote control such that 
selection of the one or more volume control buttons indicates to the set-top box that the 
transparency should be changed. 

41. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 40, wherein 
programming the remote control includes programming the remote control such that selection of 
the one or more volume control buttons in combination with selection of at least one other 
remote control button indicates to the set-top box that the transparency should be changed. 

42. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 40, wherein the one or 
more buttons include a mute button. 
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